Compliance Check Guide
In Nebraska, law enforcement agencies like to run “compliance checks,” where officers knock at the door of
a registrant to confirm that the registrant does indeed live at the address that appears on the registry. Law
enforcement agencies include city police, county sheriff’s office, Nebraska State Patrol, and the U.S.
Marshals Service. Officers from any of those agencies can come to your door.
News stories about compliance checks always include information about arrests resulting from the
compliance checks. After a compliance check operation in Gage County, a 2017 news story reported:
● One arrest of a registered sex offender on two warrants, Sex Offender Registration Act violation and
theft.
● Two affidavits for arrest warrants for failing to report addresses have been forwarded to the county
attorney’s office requesting arrest warrants.
● An investigation was initiated for a probation violation due to firearms possession by a registered sex
offender.
● An investigation was initiated for possession of a deadly weapon by a prohibited person.
● Two new investigations were opened into violations for failing to update addresses.
● One new investigation was initiated for SORA violation for failure to report employment uncovered
during the compliance check. (Beatrice Daily Sun, August 23, 2017)
As you can see, confirming your address is the pretext for the visit but officers will be looking for other
reasons to make an arrest. How did the officers find deadly weapons during a compliance check? How did
the officers know about employment changes?
Allowing law enforcement officers inside your home lets them interpret what they see, perhaps in a way that
is not obvious to you. Answering questions lets them interpret what you say perhaps in a way that you do
not intend. Best to avoid those possibilities.
How to protect yourself:
● Compliance checks are different from a visit from your probation or parole officer. If you are still under
supervision by parole or probation, check your judgment order to see if you are required to answer the door
to law enforcement other than your PO. You are almost certainly required to open the door to your probation
or parole officer, and it may be possible that you are required to open the door to other law enforcement
officers. Check your judgment order.
● If you are no longer under supervision (off paper), you are not required to answer the door to police
unless they have a warrant. You can ignore the knock altogether or you can talk to them through the door.
“Do you have a warrant?”
● If you decide to open the door, you can tell the officers, “You do not have permission to enter my home
and I do not consent to any searches.” This can protect you from officers noticing something they can use
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as a pretext for a search.
● You can tell the officers, “I will not answer any questions.” You can listen to everything they ask you and
simply not answer or you can close the door.
● Do not invite the officers inside your home, even when you are certain that you have nothing to hide. Your
rights are meaningless if you do not exercise them.
● The officers at your door may try to make you feel obligated to respond by saying, “This is part of the
registry” or “It has to be done.” Remember that they are trying to find a reason to make an arrest. Do not
help them find a reason.
● If you come home to find a card on your front door, telling you that the police were there for a compliance
check while you were gone, do not panic. The card will provide a phone number and tell you to call the
officer. You are not required to return phone calls from law enforcement, not even if you think it will show
that you have nothing to hide.
You have already reported to the sheriff -- at least once, twice, or four times a year. We know of no statutory
requirement in Nebraska that you confirm your address--or any other information--when police come to your
door.
Remember that the registry laws are a tangled mess and even law enforcement officers cannot keep them
straight. It is possible that an honest response from you can make an officer believe there is a reason for
arrest or investigation, even if the officer is wrong. You do not need that kind of trouble, so exercise your
right not to answer questions.
Remember that it is possible that a guest in your home could open your door to law enforcement, unaware
of the risk to you. The registry makes circumstances that are ordinary for everyone else illegal for you.
People not on the registry do not know this. It may be wise to share this guide with your guests if they will
be staying at your home when you are not there.
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We are not lawyers and all advice given here, if taken, is taken at the user's own risk. Nebraskans Unafraid
takes no responsibility for the consequences of using these tips and the user in no way should consider this
document as legal advice. For legal advice, please contact an attorney and, as always, come to your
own conclusions about how you handle these visits.
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